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A Vision for Lake Superiorðdeveloped by the Lake Superior Partnership 

As citizens of Lake Superior, we believe... that water is life and the quality of water determines the qual-

ity of life. We seek a Lake Superior watershed...  

¶ that is a clean, safe environment where diverse life forms exist in harmony; where the environment 

can  support and sustain economic development and where the citizens are committed to regional 

cooperation and a personal philosophy of stewardship;  

¶ that is free of toxic substances that threaten fish, wildlife and human health; where people can drink 

the water or eat the fish anywhere in the lake without restrictions;  

¶ where wild shorelines and islands are maintained and where development is well planned, visually 

pleasing, biologically sound, and conducted in an environmentally benign manner;  

¶ which recognizes that environmental integrity provides the foundation for a healthy economy and 

that the ingenuity which results from clean, innovative and preventive management and technology 

can provide for economic transformation of the region;  

¶ where citizens accept the personal responsibility and challenge of pollution prevention in their own 

lives and  lifestyles and are committed to moving from a consumer society to a conserver society; 

and 

¶ where there is greater cooperation, leadership and responsibility among citizens of the basin for de-

fining long term policies and procedures which will protect the quality and supply of water in Lake 

Superior for future  generations. 
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The State of the Great Lakes (SOGL) Assessment is 
conducted regularly through Annex 10 ï Science of 
the Great Lakes Water Quality Agreement 
(GLWQA).  This regular assessment informs the gov-
ernments of Canada and the United States of the cur-
rent and emerging threats on the Great Lakes and the 
effectiveness of work being completed.  Lake Superi-
or continues to be in overall good condition and is the 
least environmentally impacted of all the  Lakes.  

However, there are some deteriorating and undeter-
mined trends that are being monitored and addressed 
(2019 SOGL Report).  The SOGL Assessment in-
cludes assessments of nine great lakes indicators and 
forty sub-indicators.  Below is a table that shows 
Lake Superior's status and trend for the nine Great 
Lakes Indicators.  There is variability under each in-
dicator based on the sub-indicator assessment, and the 
full report can be found here.   

Great Lakes Indicator Status and Trend for Lake Superior (pending on sub-indicators) See report 
for more details. 

Drinking-Water Status: Good; Trend: Unchanging 

Beaches Status: Good; Trend: Unchanging 

Fish Consumption Status: Fair; Trend: Unchanging 

Toxic Chemicals Status: Fair to Good; Trend: Unchanging to Improving 

Habitat & Species Status: Poor to Good; Trend: Deteriorating to Improving 

Nutrients and Algae Status: Good; Trend: Undetermined to Unchanging 

Invasive Species Status: Poor to Good; Trend: Deteriorating to Unchanging 

Groundwater Status: Undetermined; Trend: Undetermined 

Watershed Impacts and Climate 
Trends 

Status: Undetermined to Good; Trend: Undetermined to Unchanging 

Overall Lake Assessment for 
Lake Superior 

Status: Good; Trend: Unchanging 

The Lake Superior LAMP and the WDNR Action Plan Purpose 

The Current Status of Lake Superior  

The Lake Superior Lakewide Action and Manage-

ment Plan (LAMP) is a binational ecosystem-based 

strategy for protecting and restoring Lake Superior.  

The Lake Superior LAMP is developed and imple-

mented by the Lake Superior Partnership (LSP) to 

facilitate information sharing, set priorities, and coor-

dinate binational environmental protection and resto-

ration activities.  Partners include federal, First Na-

tion, provincial, and state governments from the U.S. 

and Canada.  The Lake Superior LAMP outlines the 

commitments made by Canada and the United States 

under the GLWQA.  The Lake Superior LAMP is 

revisited and updated every five years and organized 

by the significant threats facing Lake Superior.  The 

major threats to Lake Superior identified by the Lake 

Superior Partnership are chemical contaminant pollu-

tion, nutrient & bacterial pollution, invasive species, 

habitat degradation, and climate change impacts (LS 

LAMP, 2020).   

Department staff strongly value partnering with other 
agencies and initiatives to protect and restore basin 

resources.  This is a WDNR action plan, but these 
actions would not be possible without the many part-
ners we collaborate with.  We do everything through 

partnerships, and none of the work described in this 
action plan would be possible without the strong col-
laboration with landowners, communities, and other 

agencies and organizations.  A comprehensive list of 
Lake Superior Basin partners can be found in Appen-
dix C.  

https://binational.net/category/docs/a10-docs/
https://www.epa.gov/glwqa
https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/May-4.2020-2019-SOGL-FINAL.pdf
https://binational.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/May-4.2020-2019-SOGL-FINAL.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/greatlakes/lake-superior-lamps
https://www.epa.gov/greatlakes/lake-superior-lamps
https://www.epa.gov/greatlakes/lake-superior-lamps
https://www.epa.gov/greatlakes/lake-superior-lamps
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WDNR Lake Superior Priorities and Actions 
WDNR has established priorities for Wisconsin's 
portion of the Lake Superior basin and identified 

actions WDNR will take to accomplish objec-
tives in the Lake Superior LAMP and GLWQA.  
Below are the priorities identified by the 

WDNR's resource managers for the next three 
years.  These priorities and actions also align 
with existing regional plans such as the Wiscon-

sin Wildlife Action Plan (WDNR, 2016), Lake 
Superior Fisheries Management Plan (WDNR, 

2020), Wisconsin Forest Action Plan (WDNR, 
2020), the Lake Superior Biodiversity Conserva-
tion Strategy (Lake Superior Binational Program, 

2015), the St. Louis River AOC Remedial Action 
Plan, the WDNR Office of Great Waters Strate-
gic Plan, and others referenced in Appendix A.  

 

1) Restore the St. Louis River Area of Concern   

2) Monitor and Address Contaminants of Concern 

3) Reduce Nutrient and Bacterial Pollution to 
Restore & Protect Coastal and Nearshore 
Health  

4) Slow the Flow and Restore Hydrologic 
Connectivity  

5) Restore and Protect Representative High-
Quality Habitats & Native Species  

6) Reduce & Prevent the Impact of New & 
Existing Invasive Species  

7) Build Ecosystem & Community Resiliency  

2022-2024 WDNR Lake Superior 
Priorities 

This Action Plan was developed to accomplish 

several purposes: 

¶ Synthesizes the on-the-ground work agency 
staff will conduct in 2022-2024 to restore and 
protect Lake Superior providing a compre-
hensive picture of the agency's efforts as a 
whole; 

¶ Communicates the agency's activities to part-
ners and provides a platform for discussion 
with them about agency priorities and roles; 

¶ Identifies specific projects and programs for 
which there are needs or gaps where funding 
will be sought; and 

¶ Promotes cross-program integration and col-
laboration among department staff. 

This Plan identifies seven Lake Superior priori-

ties that outline a vision, the status, and actions 

for each.  All priorities are essential and are not 

numbered in order of importance.  Each section 

can serve as a stand-alone document, or the Plan 

can be viewed in its entirety.  The first two pages 

provide a broad overview of Lake Superior, fol-

lowed by a more in-depth, and then we will dive 

into each priority identified by a team of Lake 

Superior resource professionals.   

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/WildlifeHabitat/ActionPlan.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/WildlifeHabitat/ActionPlan.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Fishing/lakesuperior/LakeSuperiorFishManagementPlan.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Fishing/lakesuperior/LakeSuperiorFishManagementPlan.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/forestplanning/actionplan2020
https://www.natureconservancy.ca/assets/documents/on/lake-superior/A-Biodiversity-Conservation-Strategy-for-Lake-Superior.pdf
https://www.natureconservancy.ca/assets/documents/on/lake-superior/A-Biodiversity-Conservation-Strategy-for-Lake-Superior.pdf
https://widnr.widen.net/view/pdf/styxzeasjo/GW_SLR_RAP2021.pdf?t.download=true
https://widnr.widen.net/view/pdf/styxzeasjo/GW_SLR_RAP2021.pdf?t.download=true
file:///C:/Users/hilll/Documents/2021%20Action%20Plan%20Drafting%20Documents/20220404_WDNRLSActionPlanDRAFT.docx#_Appendix_A:_Source#_Appendix_A:_Source
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Priority 1: Restore the St. Louis River Area of Concern (SLRAOC) 

! Ǌŀƛƴōƻǿ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ IƻǿŀǊŘϥǎ .ŀȅ ŎƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘ ŎƭŜŀƴ-ǳǇΦ   

 

STATUS: Historical actions such as unregulated municipal and industrial waste disposal and unchecked land-

use practices, including dredging and filling of aquatic habitat and damaging logging and manufacturing prac-

tices, contributed to the complex set of issues and impairments facing the SLRAOC.  Efforts to restore the riv-

er have brought together local, state, tribal, and federal partners with funding support from the Great Lakes 

Restoration Initiative (GLRI) since 2010.  SLRAOC projects have significantly reduced the risks associated 

with contaminated sediments and improved the environmental quality of this area (SLRAOC RAP, 2021).   

The WDNR with numerous partners developed a Remedial Action Plan (RAP) or "roadmap" to identify and 

implement management actions that address beneficial use impairments (BUIs).  To date, significant progress 

has been made with removal of three of the nine BUIs and more than half (59%) of the management actions 

complete.  The remaining management actions in progress include eleven remediation projects, eleven restora-

tion projects, and eleven other actions encompassing studies, plans, data tracking, and data management. 

Recent efforts include: 

¶ Ongoing wild rice restoration,  

¶ Common Tern and Piping Plover habitat restoration,  

¶ Howard's Bay contaminated sediment clean-up,  

¶ Barker's Island beach restoration,  

¶ WI Point dune restoration, and  

¶ Removal of the Excessive Loading of Sediment and Nutrients impairment in 2020.   

6)3)/.ȡ 2ÅÍÏÖÅ ÁÌÌ ÂÅÎÅУÉÃÉÁÌ ÕÓÅ ÉÍÐÁÉÒÍÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÌÉÓÔ ÔÈÅ 3ÔȢ ,ÏÕÉÓ %ÓÔÕÁÒÙ ÁÓ Á 

'ÒÅÁÔ ,ÁËÅÓ !ÒÅÁ ÏÆ #ÏÎÃÅÒÎ ÂÙ φτχτȢ  ×ÉÔÈ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÂÙ 

φτφψȢ 

https://widnr.widen.net/view/pdf/styxzeasjo/GW_SLR_RAP2021.pdf?t.download=true
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WDNR will continue efforts with partners to:  

 

ACTIONS: Much progress has been made to implement actions outlined in the RAP, but there is still more 

work to do.  Our goal is to complete all construction projects by 2024 and remove the fourth BUI for Deg-

radation of Fish and Wildlife Populations in 2022. To learn more about these projects and the SLRAOC 

RAP, visit the WDNR website.  

!ōƻǾŜΥ мр ŀŎǊŜǎ ƻŦ ōŜŀŎƘ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ 

tƛǇƛƴƎ tƭƻǾŜǊ ōƛǊŘ ŀǘ ²5bwΩǎ .ƛǊŘ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ŀƭƻƴƎ ²L tƻƛƴǘΦ  

Restore the St. Louis River Area of Concern (SLRAOC) Actions 2022-2024 

1. Remove the Degraded Fish and Wildlife Populations BUI. 

2. Complete three management actions investigating sources of PCB and Mercury in fish tissue under the 
Fish Consumption Advisory BUI. 

3. Complete the seven remaining WI contaminated sediment actions to remove the Restrictions on Dredg-
ing BUI along Superiorôs waterfront.  

4. Remove body contact restrictions at the Crawford Creek restoration site under the Beach Closings and 
Body Contact Restrictions BUI. 

5. Complete the five remaining WI management actions for the Loss of Fish and Wildlife Habitat BUI. 

!ōƻǾŜΥ CƛǊǎǘ  ōǳŎƪŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ IƻǿŀǊŘΩǎ .ŀȅ ŘǊŜŘƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŀƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘΦ   

[ŜƊΥ wŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŬǎƘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝǾƛǘȅ ƻƴ [ƛǧƭŜ .ŀƭǎŀƳ /ǊŜŜƪΦ  

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/GreatLakes/StLouis.html

